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could serve as a model for other clean-up ef-
forts around the country. In fact, the Appro-
priations Committee’s report specifically com-
mends the efforts underway at Fernald.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. It continues to provide reasonable fund-
ing to protect our natural resources. It still
helps us to achieve our goal of balancing the
budget by 2002—and it will help us to fix an
environmental hazard that has placed thou-
sands of people at risk.
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HONORING MUSIC EDUCATORS AT
PENNFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. JON D. FOX
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 1996

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
those who enable children to experience the
beauty of music are those who brighten our
future. I am pleased to have some of these
wonderful people in Pennsylvania’s 13th dis-
trict.

One of them is Mr. Alan Malachowski, the
band director at Pennfield Middle School. Mr.
Malachowski recently attracted a grant from
the North Penn Educational Foundation which
allowed his students to experience music in a
way many of their peers are not afforded.

Mr. Malachowski convinced nationally
known composer Jared Spears to compose a
work based on the history of the Montgomery
County Fair, to teach the piece to student mu-
sicians during 2 days of intense rehearsal, and
to personally conduct the students’ perform-
ance of the work, entitled ‘‘The Brass Ring’’,
on May 30 at the school.

Mr. Speaker, I’m sure you join me in ap-
plauding the efforts of Mr. Malachowski, Dr.
Spears, and the student musicians at
Pennfield Middle School. Not all young people
have the privilege of such an enriching experi-
ence. Not all young people have the oppor-
tunity to learn from impassioned educators like
Mr. Malachowski.

Music helps young people to form a world
view. All of humanity is moved by the beautiful
compositions of men like Dr. Spears. I am
proud to recognize the efforts of those who by
teaching music point out to our children many
of the better things in life.
f

THANK YOU, ROBIN BRIDGES, FOR
YOUR LOYAL SERVICE

HON. JACK FIELDS
OF TEXAS
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Mr. FIELDS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it was
with mixed emotions that I announced last De-
cember 11 my decision to retire from the
House at the conclusion of my current term.
As I explained at the time, the decision to re-
tire was made more difficult because of the
loyalty and dedication of my staff—and be-
cause of the genuine friendship I feel for them.
Each one of them has served the men and
women of Texas’ 8th Congressional District in
an extraordinary way.

Today, I want to thank one member of my
staff—Robin Bridges, my office manager—for

everything she’s done for me and my constitu-
ents in the 11 years that she has worked in
my office.

Robin has worked on Capitol Hill since
1971. From 1971 to 1976, she served as sys-
tems manager for Representatives Charles
Thone. From 1980 to 1984, she held the same
position in the office of Representative Larry
Coughlin. And from 1984 to 1985, she served
as systems manager for Representative
Buddy Darden.

The first time I met Robin, I was impressed
by her extensive experience and her profes-
sionalism. But the more we talked, the more I
realized that she was not just someone who
knew how to get a job done—although she
certainly knew that. I came to appreciate her
personal warmth and sincerity, and her per-
sonal warmth and sincerity, and her eager-
ness to pitch in to ensure that my constituents
received timely responses to their letters and
calls. Over time, as computer systems have
proliferated and become more complex, I have
been impressed with Robin’s ability to adapt to
new technology—just as she has adapted to a
variety of personnel and other changes in my
office.

Five years ago, I asked her to assume new
responsibilities as my office manager—a re-
quest she readily and eagerly accepted. But
more than her competence as a member of
my staff, I wish to say a word about Robin as
an individual, and as a mother.

To determine what kind of a person some-
one is, one need only look at that person’s
children. Robin’s daughter, Emily, and her
son, Andrew, are proof that the qualities she
brings to their work in my office are the quali-
ties she lives by. Both Emily and Andrew have
been recognized for academic excellence in
high school and college. The hard work and
dedication they have demonstrated were in-
stilled in them by their mother, who has suc-
cessfully balanced the difficult roles of single
mother and congressional staff member.

Robin Bridges is one of those hardworking
men and women who make all of us in this in-
stitution look better than we deserve. I know
she has done that for me, and I appreciate
this opportunity to publicly thank her for the
dedication, loyalty and professionalism she
has exhibited throughout the years it has been
my privilege to know and work with her.

Robin has yet to make a definite decision
about what she wants to do in the years
ahead. But knowing he as well as I do, I am
confident that the skills and the personal quali-
ties she has demonstrated in my office will
lead to continued success in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I know you join with me in
saying thank you to Robin Bridges for her
years of loyal service to me, to the men and
women of Texas’ 8th Congressional District,
and to this great institution.
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WATER DEVELOPMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1997
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OF NEW MEXICO
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under

consideration the bill (H.R. 3816) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1997, and for other purposes:

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
opposition to the DeFazio-Petri amendment.

Their amendment would seek to strike funds
from the Animas-La Plata project. This project
is especially important for New Mexico and
Colorado.

As you know, water in my State and
throughout the arid West, is like gold. Con-
sequently, water needs to be conserved. Con-
servation includes storage for the inevitable
dry years. This year has seen a major drought
in the region.

Had construction of the Animas-La Plata
project begun in 1990, as was originally
scheduled, there would have been enough
water stored for the citizens in northwestern
New Mexico. Over the years, delay in the con-
struction of this project have put over 100,000
people at risk.

Furthermore, in a land where Indians and
non-Indians live together, it is important to
share water. In 1985, the Colorado Ute tribes
began to negotiate a sharing of their senior
water rights on tributaries to the San Juan
River—water which many of my constituents
in northwestern New Mexico need to sustain
their quality of life and secure their future. The
Ute tribes should be complemented for these
negotiations.

This amendment would render that agree-
ment void. Let’s not tell the Ute tribes and the
people of New Mexico and Colorado, who
strive to share a valuable resource, that their
efforts have meant nothing.

I encourage a ‘‘no’’ vote on the DeFazio-
Petri amendment.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3816) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1997, and for other purposes:

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong
support of the Schaefer amendment.

Pulling the plug on our Nation’s investment
in solar and renewable technology is short-
sighted. The funding reductions contained in
the bill threaten to undermine any hope the
United States has for energy security. Renew-
able energy programs offer enormous benefits
for a very small investment.

I know something about this issue as a
company in my district—United Solar Systems
Corp. of Troy, MI—developed a solar cell that
recently set a new world record for converting
the Sun’s energy into electricity. This effi-
ciency record would not have been achieved
without the assistance of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Most of us are familiar with the solar cells
that power calculators and other consumer
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